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Generic Marking Principles

These general marking principles must be applied by all examiners when marking candidate answers.
They should be applied alongside the specific content of the mark scheme or generic level
descriptions for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme will also comply with these
marking principles.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1:
Marks must be awarded in line with:

e the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptors for the question
o the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptors for the question
e the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation scripts.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2:

Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions).

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3:

Marks must be awarded positively:

e marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit
is given for valid answers which go beyond the scope of the syllabus and mark scheme,
referring to your Team Leader as appropriate

marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do

marks are not deducted for errors

marks are not deducted for omissions

answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when these
features are specifically assessed by the question as indicated by the mark scheme. The
meaning, however, should be unambiguous.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4:

Rules must be applied consistently, e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed
instructions or in the application of generic level descriptors.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5:

Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the question
(however; the use of the full mark range may be limited according to the quality of the candidate
responses seen).

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6:

Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should
not be awarded with grade thresholds or grade descriptors in mind.
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Annotations guidance for centres

Examiners use a system of annotations as a shorthand for communicating their marking decisions to
one another. Examiners are trained during the standardisation process on how and when to use
annotations. The purpose of annotations is to inform the standardisation and monitoring processes
and guide the supervising examiners when they are checking the work of examiners within their team.
The meaning of annotations and how they are used is specific to each component and is understood
by all examiners who mark the component.

We publish annotations in our mark schemes to help centres understand the annotations they may
see on copies of scripts. Note that there may not be a direct correlation between the number of
annotations on a script and the mark awarded. Similarly, the use of an annotation may not be an
indication of the quality of the response.

The annotations listed below were available to examiners marking this component in this series.

Annotations

Annotation | Meaning

Correct: credit for content point or good language

x Incorrect

(BOD| If the examiner considers the answer to be more correct than incorrect, then ‘benefit
of the doubt’ is given.

[NeoD| If the examiner considers the answer to be more incorrect than correct, then ‘no
benefit of the doubt’ is given.

[HA ] Harmless addition: used if the candidate extends their answer, without contradicting
or invalidating the response.

[INVL] Invalidates: used if the candidate includes material in their answer which contradicts
the correct answer, and therefore invalidates their response.

[~ Grammatical, spelling or punctuation error
e Meaning unclear or illegible
]
LA ] Omission (of letter, character, word, etc.)
LIR_] Irrelevant
REP Repetition
[SEEN] Use to show that blank pages have been seen and any creditworthy material has

been awarded

[ XV ] Inappropriate use of vocabulary from another language

Directed writing prompt 1
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Annotation

Meaning

[az ]

Directed writing prompt 2

[(AT]

Directed writing prompt 3

DET

Relevant detail

[DEV]

Development of point or idea

Highlighter

Highlight

Off-page
comment

Used to make a holistic comment about the script

Please remember that schools can request copies of their scripts and will see your annotations.
Therefore please ensure you use them only when appropriate and can be justified by the mark
scheme. Never write judgemental comments, or anything that may be considered derogatory by
the centre or candidate.
(The STM meeting will write notes on Practice scripts to explain decisions for standardisation
purposes; you are not expected to.)
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Question

Answer

Marks

Guidance

Candidates will be assessed on their ability to:

R1 identify and interpret explicit information and attitudes
R2 identify and interpret implicit information and attitudes
R3 demonstrate understanding of how writers use language and structure to achieve effects and
influence readers

Question 1 Comprehension and Use of Language (23 marks)

1(a) A8 AL ASR A Az S it (R F) #8 7 )AEBLRA 1 | Accept:
a9 B 3% [1] T 4B AR R B AR £ /AR
ER 5 PHEED
Reject:
18135 R 3
1(b) 1&% O E SR ks [1] 2 | Accept examples
A% A 0 IR 32/ SR e ALILEE s B [3R T 5 _
# (1] oo st
B TR A) B R OR [1] LA A ALK S
BOD:
Any 2 of 3
Y B MR 5 UR
1(c) HERIE St d (1] 2 | 1 Accept:
EHREY | BRI ESFE (1] 12 B
Reject:
R A .. 0 B
5« AR
A RQFR/CHEGN
ném
1(d) REFITAEI B RINA R E 2 [1] 1 | Accept:
ki
Reject:
— AR AR T S 2
%y BRIk AR AT
BOD:

Y R
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1(e) BEHE: RE IR/ T EE (1] 2 | Reject:
MTiZ: FAIAFZAE [1] BMIS B E T
FiB AR T R ETIFCEA
=) & 9] AR )/ I~ Fm AT 4 %F
BOD:
A EeE
(4538) % H Irik
NBOD:
A 3
1(f) MEELELS (H&EmK) 1L [1] 3 | Accept:
B 1518 mAT [1] £ F A
£ #AR e (R 3T 45 S/ — S 5 ) _
[1] Reject:
B 5 IR A 4R R (— 3R de—3F) [1] B '
INES R s E T 1] RRp BEAT T /LA AL
RE I m
Any 3 of 5
BOD: %#HkE£ &
1(9) Ak de—s = B B4 E s (B R FLIR) [1] 1 | BOD:
A A F A F S
1(h) W% B BB R 1] 2 | Reject:
e AL ST IR 09 S5 AR Bh /) FHE [1] & 0GR IE ) K 09 BT 1F
BT/ 3 A IR A ek B F AR A [1]
Any 2 of 3
10)(0) | PR FEBL T AR S iR /0t % #2802 [1] 2 | Reject:
KI5 S F Z 5 [1] B R —H
B g R B AT IR/ B AR T 3
EAEOG A2
BOD:
KFERFHEFRER
130)(0) |t 456932 & S HE [1] 2 | Reject:
BRERIT R &S (1] o kR
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130)(ii)) | A ABB(— KA T P E AR A 2 | Accept:
[1] xF B Mg Y 1L T e TR (2
Xt 45 45 64 ik 69 TR IL AR TSN B S | A T marks)
I H X R A — A £ 4 1] INA G Rz XTI/ K2
Reject:
& R PP
BOD:
W Z AT K T e
1()(iv) | R ARG S A He i/ 7R A Ak b R [1] 2 | Reject:
PRI 3B 69 X &/ X0 [1] g SRR SUBUESEALIR S
F2 o dm AT R
BOD:
AL AD AR 8 F 45
#
1()(V) | BT 2 5 Y 3 Ao S B 84 3K 69 vkl AR AR/ 1 | Accept: ‘
ik A8 AT S BOR BRI/ 1A AR T SRRy BAGRATT FF
B2 1]
Reject:

el T ARTPL i R /R T
=T

BOD:
A& BB 3R Rl
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2 Question 2 Directed Writing (25 marks)

Note: All Examiners are instructed that alternative correct answers and unexpected
approaches in candidates’ scripts must be given marks that fairly reflect the relevant
knowledge and skills demonstrated. Nonetheless, the content must be clearly related to
and derived from the passage.

This question tests the following Reading and Writing objectives:

AO1 Reading

R4: analyse and evaluate facts, ideas and opinions
R5: select information for specific purposes.

[15 marks]

AO2 Writing

W1: communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively

W2: synthesise information, sequence facts and ideas and opinions

Wa3: use arange of appropriate vocabulary

W4: use tone, style and register appropriate to audience and context

WS5: write characters correctly and make accurate use of characters, punctuation and
grammar.

[10 marks]

Candidates should draw their content from Passages 2 and 3. The list below is
indicative and is not exhaustive. Other relevant points from the passages may be
included.

The mark for Reading is awarded based on Table A.

The mark for Writing is awarded based on Table B.

Notes on task

Examiners only need to tick up to 5 points for each aspect of the task, as this will show
that the candidate has fully covered that part.

FRIB B LA LR ANEMT BN, FATEE WA SR A A2 17 WA [ 25 3] 1] R
Annotation : If using BOD, please also annotate with A1 A2 | A3 |

Candidates should select ideas from the passage (see below) and develop them
relevantly, supporting what they write with details from the passage and judging the
appropriate register for the genre which is aletter. Look for a clear response which
covers the three areas of the question, is well sequenced, and is in the candidate’s own
words.

Evaluation of the arguments requires candidates to draw inferences and make
judgements. Evidence should be derived from the ideas and examples in both
passages, developing claims and assessing their implications with clear and
persuasive arguments.

(* is to be shown after those which appear in more than one list; + is to be shown as
implicit response or to extend some of the meaning from the texts, / and // is to be
shown in between equivalent answers which delivers the same meaning; () is to be
shown as detailed examples which could be considered equivalent to the point or to
include answers with +)
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A8 #

F A O BR AR G AR

2R KA
Z2ETAT/ABAREATHRN
(BLFEAR) R 245 FRAA 3 R HLIER
3

28 G ‘AT E LSS/ EATE
g o
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2 Responses might use the following ideas: 5
Al (CAL]y e “B e WAEAGREZ L
836 B A
1 FAHONA A
2 MOINA R/ FF AR ARG
3 MHE
4 2AHE
5 5 MIIE A IR L K EF
6 TTR(LENGEXRFEA
7 AT RE B HE R AR
A2 (A2 )5 #r A A AL BB TG T 5
R E:
1 AT Ak LR 8 I A
2 HTANIABSWAT
3 ATERAFTFH(TRN)AE
4 AT EANKRRX/I2SHIN A RARI LS
5 AT RBEART S ey X IEMRY A
6 ATIERNFRELZ/MFEAREAT
o 8k
A3 (Al])srst i “mp e s A, Hhe 5

3 Reject: K4

8 Reject: 54—kt
Hac
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Table A, Reading:

Use the following table to give a mark out of 15 for Reading.

Level5 | 13-15 | e The candidate develops, evaluates or analyses the chosen content
in a way that clearly fulfils all elements of the task.

e The candidate selects a wide range of facts, ideas and opinions from
both passages.

Level4 |10-12 | e There is some development, analysis and evaluation and a clear
focus on all elements of the task.

e The candidate selects relevant facts, ideas and opinions from both
passages.

Level3 | 7-9 e Development, analysis and evaluation is limited. Parts of the
response may not be focused on the task. Most of the task has been
attempted though there may be some minor omissions.

¢ The candidate identifies enough relevant facts, ideas and opinions
from both passages to fulfil the task.

Level2 | 4-6 e The response shows very limited development of ideas. Significant
aspects of the task may not have been approached.

e The candidate identifies some relevant points from one or both
passages but they are not always relevant.

Level 1 1-3 e The response lacks development of ideas and shows very limited
evidence of focus on the task. No awareness of analysis or
evaluation.

¢ The candidate identifies very few relevant points from either
passage.

Level O 0 ¢ No creditable content.

© Cambridge University Press & Assessment 2025 Page 10 of 13



0509/13 Cambridge IGCSE — Mark Scheme May/June 2025
PUBLISHED

Question Answer Marks Guidance

Table B, Writing:

Use the following table to give a mark out of 10 for Writing.

Level 5 | 9-10 The response is highly effective and convincing

Well organised and carefully structured for the benefit of the reader
Vocabulary consistently well chosen and precise

Consistently appropriate tone/style for audience and purpose

Character usage, punctuation and grammar almost always accurate

Level 4 7-8

The response is effective

e Secure overall structure with some helpful organisation of ideas and
Information
Vocabulary is mostly well chosen, with some precision
Mostly appropriate tone/style for audience and purpose

o Character usage, punctuation and grammar generally accurate

Level 3 5-6 e The response can be understood, although it is not always
convincing

e Ideas are generally well sequenced

e Vocabulary may be plain but is adequate

e Some awareness of an appropriate tone/style for audience and
purpose

e Frequent errors of characters, punctuation and grammar, which are
minor and do not prevent communication

Level2 |3-4 The response is sometimes unclear and/or generally unconvincing
Sequence of ideas is sometimes confusing

Vocabulary is simple and not always appropriate

Little awareness of appropriate tone/style

Frequent errors of characters, punctuation and grammar hinder
communication

e There is a structural weakness and there may be some copying from

the passage

Level 1 1-2 The response is difficult to understand and lacks coherence
Little or no evidence of attempt to sequence ideas

Vocabulary limited and/or inappropriate

No awareness of appropriate tone/style

Persistent errors of characters, punctuation and grammar prevent
communication

e There may be frequent copying from the original

Level O 0 e No creditable content.
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Section 3: Classical Chinese (12 marks)

Candidates will be assessed on their ability to:
R1 identify and interpret explicit information and attitudes
R2 identify and interpret implicit information and attitudes

3(@)(i) | MU/MAEZ/BREFIRABLGEL/NCE 1 | Reject:
IE— AN A AT R [1] VAZ b i B
BOD:
B ER ARG E ST S iE ok kK
Ao

BRLEH, drhndFmi

3(a)(ii) | ZmAF/ERAHFTRIE (1] 1 | Reject:
RSy
3(b) | ST (1] 2 | Accept:
A F A B EAT AR ZiEFT/F 6 [1] L2 8 T E
BHZE M FLEIAGTFH LT HE T4 reret
BEFEL HTLE 1 eject:
TP F" [1] ¥ Ay T AT 1]
Any 2 of 3 VAR 3 F 35 LT
3(c) Fa(BANGEFIRE T2 00 [1] 1 | Reject:
L R A NS i
3(d) B [1] 1
3(e) TR Hy R HE AT R (AR ) 4 SR AT B [1] 2 | Accept:
R TR B 6367 R/ REE T ) R H
FAREfHFARE, BEeRBEF A1) TR B
Reject:
T R AT
For Question 3(f), only mark the first answer.
3(f)(i) PR R MANMLZ [1] 1 | Reject:
K
3(F)(ii) | HF /AL 1A [1] 1 | Reject# &
BOD:
i
3(F)(iii) | 2w/ EE 1] 1 | Reject:
L i R
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3(F)(iv) | ER/IFEIEHA S [1] 1 | Accept:
=,
BOD:
AP R
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